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this brotherhood must essentially be universal has been for-
gotten and ignored, and each group of mankind has been too
prone to consider that more liberty and more rights were due
to itself than to other groups. This arose largely because the
ideas of democracy were resisted in most countries until too
late, and it is a well-known fact that all inevitable changes
become the more violent in their incidence and in their
results the longer they are delayed.

In England democracy was allowed to come gently and
gradually, largely through the instinctive genius for com-
promise of the English people. Even when this slow progress
towards democratic government was not entirely peaceful,
such as in the Civil War or in the Revolution of 1688, the
passions of the vast majority of the people were never seri-
ously aroused; dislocation of normal life even at home was
limited, and the effect abroad negligible. Matters had pro-
ceeded very differently, however, and had produced quite
another state of affairs in most European countries when the
French Revolution broke out in 1789, a century after the
principle of constitutional government had finally been
accepted in England. The same rulers, who had shown poli-
tical sagacity in setting a limit to the evils of war, had not
sufficient insight to realize the advisability, even in their
own interests, of giving up willingly some portion of their
absolute powers in answer to popular demand. The continued
suppression of this demand could only result in a violent ex-
plosion, which happened to occur in France; by this time
passions had been so aroused that class-feeling was intense,
and culminated in the murder of large numbers of the ruling
classes and in the emigration of most of the remainder. Be-
fore long, as a result, a democratic and republican France
found herself faced by an array of autocratic governments
more determined than ever to resist any assault on their
powers in view of the example set by the French revolution-
aries. Meanwhile these latter had associated the Church, as
one of the established institutions, with their enemies, and
had enthroned the State as the embodiment of the supreme
authority and the fountain of life and power which man
should worship. The fact that they worshipped their State as